Minutes of H.J. Cambie Secondary School
Parent Advisory Committee Meeting

Wednesday September 24, 2008
Kathy Forrest, Chair, called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m. and welcomed all members.  
The following individuals were in attendance:

· Administrator – Neil Kamide and Dave Cairns
· Executive Members:  Kathy Forrest, David De Re, Sheena Gingrich, Sharan Johal and Paul Hoi Why.
· Non-Executive Members:  Harjinder Cooner, Mary Ens, Hildegard Fast, Falina Keegan, Rajan Pradhan, Anita Townrow and Lu Yaping.
(1) Approval/Amendments to Agenda – There was a request, by Mary Ens, to add After Grad  under new business.  Mary Ens motioned a change of agenda, seconded by Sheena Gingrich. The motion passed unanimously.

(2) Adoption of Minutes: May 28, 2008 – minutes were reviewed by members.  Sharan Johal motioned approval of minutes, seconded by Paul Hoi Why.  The motion passed unanimously.
(3) Correspondence – K. Forrest – update to be provided at October meeting.
(4) Reports
· Chairperson – Kathy Forrest - no new update.

Treasurer – Mary Ens provided a hardcopy of the financial statement for everyone’s review.  It was noted that $5K PAC seed funds remains in the after grad account every year.  A question was raised as to how much the school receives from the Gaming Commission and whether funds had been received for this year.  It was noted that funds will most likely be received in the next couple of weeks and it’s based upon student enrollment.  The school receives $20.00/per student.  Mary Ens motioned approval of reporting period, seconded by Dave De Re.  The motion passed unanimously.
· After Grad – Mary Ens provided an update on the after grad events of June 2008.  It was a successful event with approximately 140 students in attendance which is approximately 70% of the graduating class.  The after grad committee netted some revenue due to the magician being a no show; issues with the security company and one of the inflatable games not working.
(5) Old Business – n/a
(6) New Business – K. Forrest
· 2008/09 PAC Executive Vacancies for 2008/09 – the following positions were vacant:  
· Treasurer 
· RDPA Representative

A motion was put forward to fill the vacancies.  Falina Keegan has volunteered to be the new treasurer.  Mary Ens motioned to elect Falina Keegan as treasurer, seconded by Anita Townrow.  The motion passed unanimously.  Rajan Pradhan volunteered to be the RDPA Representative.  Mary Ens motioned to elect Rajan Pradhan as the RDPA Representative, seconded by Sheena Gingrich.  The motion passed unanimously.
· Code of Ethics - All parents who accept a position as a PAC Executive Member must sign the code of ethics.  S. Johal to obtain signature of all members.

· Forward Agenda – A forward agenda will be utilized for the Cambie PAC to assist with the agenda items.  This document will be reviewed at every meeting and members may add/remove items as required.
For the October meeting it was agreed that this meeting would focus on the Gaming Fund Applications and a committee would be required for this process.  Therefore, the following members volunteered to assist with this process:  Dave De Re, Kathy Forrest and Falina Keegan.  Dave De Re motioned to review the applications and submissions of gaming funds, seconded by Kathy Forrest.  The motion passed unanimously.
The following members volunteered to form the Scholarship Committee – Dave De Re, Sharan Johal and Sheena Gingrich.  They will make a presentation to PAC in January 2009.

· Meeting Conflict for April 2009 – the PAC meeting scheduled for April 22nd conflicts with the school fashion show.  Therefore, PAC will reschedule the April meeting to the 15th of April.  Sharan Johal will provide this information to Michelle Burge for inclusion in the school newsletter.

· After Grad Committee – M. Ens explained the after grad process to PAC members.  This is a committee strictly run by parent volunteers.  The school is not involved in this committee due to legal liabilities.  The first meeting of this committee is scheduled for Wednesday, October 15th at 7:00 p.m. in the School library.
Dave Cairns, Vice Principal, will solicit grade 12 students on their interest in being involved with the after grad committee and will follow up with Mary Ens.
(7) Administration Report – N. Kamide

· Scholarships - The Career Information Advisor Vic Pantaleo receives several calls, usually in May, from parents about the scholarship process.   The scholarship process begins in September and currently Counselors are in the process of speaking to students on this.  However, it is felt that parents need to be brought up to speed on this process and it has been suggested a presentation be made to this affect.  It was agreed this presentation should take place at a scheduled PAC meeting.  Date to be provided by N. Kamide.
· Post Secondary Night – this is an opportunity for students and parents to visit with major educational institutes.  There will be a session with UBC on September 30th at H.J. Cambie from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
· Graduation Requirement – the Ministry of Education requires daily physical activity from all students.  Students in Grades 8 and 9 must have 30 minutes/day and students in grades 10 to 12 must have 115 minutes/per week.  As of October 1st students are required to monitor their minutes and have been given a template to record this information.  Parents will need to verify and sign this record.
One of the concerns raised by the parents was that they’re not aware of what activities are offered by the school.  Even though this information is published in the agendas not every parent has access to the agendas.  Therefore, N. Kamide will follow up with the Athletics Director for a list of activities and will include this in the August mail out. 

· Medic Alert – Students 14 years of age and under are eligible for a medic alert bracelet free of charge. Anyone over 14 years of age can purchase one at a discounted rate via the school.

· Communications – The school will be piloting a program called “Syner Voice.”  It allows the school to communicate with parents via email and voice mail.  Information such as student attendance can be sent to parents via this system and it will be programmed to transmit during dinner time.  Other information such as the school newsletter may also be transmitted electronically via this system.  More information to follow in the coming months.
· Take our Kids to Work – this year the school will be participating in this program creating the opportunity for grade 9 students to go out into the work force with their parents or family member.  This event is scheduled for November 5th and further information will be mailed out.

· Retirements – It was noted that Mr. Denis Ho and Mr. Ken Corbett will be retiring this year. Both teachers have been with the school for a long time.

(8) Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.  The next PAC meeting is on Wednesday, October 22nd @ 7:00 p.m. in the school library.
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